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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OAS, PORG, PN, SHUM 

SUBJECT: OAS GENERAL ASSEMBLY: TENTATIVE AGENDA 
REF: A. STATE 123344, B. PANAMA 2818, C. STATE 125402 

1 . CONCERNING HUMAN RIGHTS THEME AT OAS, AS REPORTED 
REF B, EMBASSY BELIEVES PANAMA WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
THE HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN THE HEMISPHERE AND, POSSIBLY, 
EXPLOIT ITS OWN RECORD OF RECENT IMPROVEMENTS ON HUMAN AND 
POLITICAL RIGHTS. 

2. ON ECONOMIC ISSUES, PANAMA WILL UNDOUBTEDLY BE 
INTERESTED IN THE QUESTION OF U.S. SUGAR POLICY, WHICH IT 
SEES AS PREJUDCIAL TO LDCS, AND WILL AGAIN URGE GSP 
TREATMENT FOR PANAMANIAN SUGAR. PLANNING MINISTER 
BARLETTA AND ASSISTANT SECRETARY KATZ DISCUSSED THESE 
MATTERS RECENTLY. (REFC). 

3. EMBASSY AGREES (PARA 2, REF A) THAT FOURTH THEME, 

"STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS ... ON THE PANAMA CANAL", SHOULD 
BE SHORT - BUT SWEET, TO- ASSUMING THAT ALL GOES WELL 
WITH PRESIDENT CARTER'S PLANNED VISIT TO PANAMA ON 
JUNE 16-17 FOR THE EXCHANGE OF TREATY RATIFICATION 
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INSTRUMENTS AND FOR MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENTS OF SEVERAL 
OTHER LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS. JORDEN 
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